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IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC and our belief that we all need 
to do our part to slow its spread, One Roof 
Community Housing offices closed on March 
16, 2020—but we never stopped working.  

One Roof staff are working normal business 
hours, but they are operating in “social 
distancing” mode and largely working remotely 
from their homes. One Roof’s Board of Directors 
have also continued to function through email 
communications and virtual meetings.

We will continue to reevaluate and share 
updates via our facebook page and website: 
1roofhousing.com. 

ONE ROOF STAFF CONTACTS

Our Response to COVID-19

We make home a better place.2

OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
HAS BEEN POSTPONED INDEFINITELY,  
but we invite you to join us from home for our 
virtual celebration and fundraiser running from 
April 17th–May 1st. (Details opposite)

Follow One Roof on Facebook  
for updates and fun ways you can 
celebrate with us from your home!
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Raise the Roof 
Donations  

in April
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 Annual Membership Meeting Update

MAKE HOME A BETTER PLACE PARTNERS

RAISE THE ROOF CELEBRATION PARTNERS

 

COMMUNITY CHANGE PARTNERS

PROGRAM SUPPORTING PARTNERS

NORTH SHORE

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL! 
Beginning on the day we had been 
planning to celebrate with you all, we 
invite you to Raise the Roof (At Home)! 
Please consider making a matched* 

contribution at 1roofhousing.org/support-one-roof in direct support  
of One Roof’s programs and services.  

* A combination of individual donors and corporate sponsor partners  
are matching every dollar contributed to One Roof through the month  
of April (up to a total of $10,000 in matching funds). Each donation will 
help us Raise the Roof (At Home!) toward our $50,000 fundraising goal.

RAISE THE ROOF *AT HOME!

We would like to recognize  
all of our sponsorship partners 
for their continued support – 

Thank you!  

Right now, home 
is more important 
than ever.

$30,000 $30,000 
Already Raised!

http://www.1roofhousing.org/
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In 2019, One Roof 
celebrated the 
completion & sale of 
its 300th Community 
Land Trust (CLT) home. 

What makes this most impressive 
in my mind is that we created most 
of our homes playing the roles of 
nonprofit developer, contractor, and 
realtor on scattered sites all over our 
service area. 

Our efforts have been akin to the  
Little Red Hen from the fable who 
grew, harvested, processed, and 
baked her wheat into bread all by 
herself. Like the Little Red Hen, we 
chose this path because there were  
no developers or contractors (and 
initially very few realtors and lenders) 
who would help with this work, so  
we said, “then we will.” 

The story of The Little Red Hen is,  
of course, about the value of a strong 
work ethic and personal initiative  
and responsibility. Our founders  
and early leaders epitomized these 

One Roof’s mission is more 
important now than ever—and 
also more logistically challenging: 

Our offices are closed, but we are 
still working to provide nearly all 
services while finding new ways  
to respond to community need. 

The Tenant Landlord Connection has been answering 
calls from concerned renters who are out of work and 
worried about paying rent, and from landlords who have 
tenants who cannot pay their rent.

Homebuyer Ed and Counseling staff continue helping 
people prepare for buying homes, and counseling 
services are becoming even more critical for people 
experiencing economic hardships as they navigate how 
to manage their scarce funds.

One Roof Lending is working on loan programs to make 
charitable loans to help people keep their homes.

All development and construction work continues to 
create and preserve housing for people who need it, and 
our Community Land Trust program continues to provide 
stewardship and support for our existing homeowners 
during these uncertain times.

How to reach us during this time
Staff will be available by both phone and email and will  
hold meetings with clients on the phone or via video 
conference. (See full staff contact list on the previous page.)  
We are still answering our main phone (218) 727-5372  

and responding to emails sent to info@1roofhousing.org.



51ROOFHOUSING.ORG

Jeff Corey, Executive Director 
One Roof Community Housing

values when they said, “We will 
start and grow a CLT,” and their 
efforts have likely created more 
housing than they imagined.

Reflecting on this milestone also 
reminds me of a phrase that an 
inspiring colleague has taught his 
kids (attributed to Jesse Jackson) 
that explains how to accomplish 
amazing things, “If my mind can 
conceive it, my heart can believe it,  
I know I can achieve it!” Our founders 
who conceived and believed in this 
CLT model of affordable housing 
and kept saying “then we will” 
clearly believed the following:

•	 that everyone deserves a safe  
	 place to live;

•	 that people in our community  
	 who have stable incomes and good  
	 credit should have the opportunity  
	 to own homes of their own; and

•	 that we have a responsibility to  
	 help our neighbors have access  
	 to affordable, quality places  
	 to call home;

 

They believed that there was a  
better way to create housing and 
plan for the long-term health of our 
community by ensuring that the 
housing was permanently  
affordable—and they believed that 
this plucky, grassroots nonprofit 
organization could make it happen. 
Belief in a new model for home-
ownership that would create a stock 
of homes to serve people in our 
community for generations to come 

required deep commitment. After 
all, if we are going to steward the 
permanently affordable homes that 
we create we need to be prepared 
to be of service for a very long time.

Our founders’ belief in the CLT 
was initially met with skepticism 
by some leaders in the real estate, 
finance, neighborhood, political, 
and community development 
arenas. Because this skepticism 
meant that our early leaders were 
swimming against currents at 
nearly every bend in the real estate 
industry river, they had to be strong 
enough to stay focused to create 
and grow a CLT. 

These early beliefs were ultimately 
embraced by the organization’s first 
staff members, funders, donors, and 
lenders—and by the first buyers of 
CLT homes. As we grew and the 
impact that CLT homeownership 
had on families and neighborhoods 
became clear, this belief was  
embraced by more and more  
partners who joined in to say,  
“We will.” This list includes apprais-
ers, title companies, contractors, 
elected officials, city and county 
staff, members, donors, and others.  

We have continued to focus on 
these beliefs as we’ve furthered our 
mission of making home a better 
place and are continually humbled 
by the community’s positive and 
supportive response to all the work 
that One Roof does.

From the Executive Director

Who will start the Tenant Landlord 
Connection to provide much 
needed resources for tenants  
& landlords in our community?  
…We will.

Who will make an emergency 
loan to fix a furnace that is much 
needed in the middle of January?  
…We will.

Who will take the lead on projects 
like Steve O’Neil Apartments and 
Gateway Tower to provide much 
needed multi-family housing?  
…We will.

Who will work to provide home-
buyer education and counseling 
to historically marginalized 
populations?  
…We will.

While 300 homes is absolutely 
worth celebrating, we know that 
the needs for all of One Roof’s 
services are at an all-time high, 
so we will continue our work. We 
thank you for believing in the 
difference this work makes in the 
lives of the people we serve, and 
we thank you for your support.   

http://www.1roofhousing.org/
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2019 COMMUNITY LAND TRUST DEMOGRAPHICS

Number of Children

Single-Parent Household w Dependent Children

Number of Adults

Households of Color

24

10 (36%)

37

5 (18%)

Community Land Trust

* including principal, interest, taxes and insurance

Average Monthly CLT House Payment*

Average CLT Home Listing Price

New Households

Average Market Value of CLT Homes

Average % of Median Income of Buyers

Average Gross Income of CLT Homebuyers

$783 

$120,596

28

$150,857

68%

$40,804 

2019 COMMUNITY LAND TRUST SALES

COMMUNITY LAND TRUST HOMES
By Neighborhoods & Communities (as of 12/31/19)

23
4

2
14

2
5

37
13

10
5

3
43

87
13

2
2

19
7

5

Lakeside

Woodland

Hunter’s Park 

Duluth Heights 

Congdon

Endion

East Hillside 

Central Hillside 

Observation Hill 

Riverside

Morgan Park 

Lincoln Park 

West Duluth 

Gary/New Duluth

Piedmont

Hermantown

Proctor

Cloquet

Two Harbors 

7 Grand Marais

Total: 303 CLT Homes 

PERMANENTLY PRESERVING  
THE AFFORDABILITY OF HOUSING
ONE ROOF’S COMMUNITY LAND TRUST (CLT) 
PROGRAM began as Northern Communities Land 
Trust. The program is a nationally recognized land trust 
serving four counties in the Arrowhead region. We build 
new homes and rehab older homes using a model that 
permanently preserves the affordability of housing. 

Qualified low and moderate-income homebuyers can 
purchase high quality homes at a significantly reduced 
price. One Roof maintains ownership of the land, which 
homeowners lease for a small monthly fee. When 
homeowners move, they agree to pass on the benefits 
they received by selling their home below market 
value to another income qualified buyer. Land Trust 
homebuyers build equity and receive a share in the 
appreciation of their homes when sold. The Land Trust 
program currently has 303 single family homes. With  
177 resales of those homes to date, 480 families have 
now benefited from affordable home ownership  
through the CLT program over the last 20 years.

Average Percentage 
of Median Income  

of Buyers

61%

Total  
Resales

480
Families 

Served

177

CLT ALL-TIME HIGHLIGHTS

303
Homes



ON A SUNNY SEPTEMBER AFTERNOON,  
One Roof staff, board members, and supporters 
gathered in Cloquet at the recently completed  
300th Community Land Trust home.  

Attendees toured the home and admired the 
transformative renovations that had been made.  
We were feeling grateful, thinking of the decades of 
work and all of the helpful and caring people it has 
taken to create these 300 homes spread throughout 
Carlton, St. Louis, Lake, and Cook counties.  

As we planned this particular open house, we 
knew we would be gathering with compassionate 
community members to celebrate this important 
milestone. We did not know, however, that our 
supporters would get to interact with the buyer of 
the home—who stopped by to say hello and look 
at the home he would be purchasing the following 
morning—and he stole the show.

Bill is a single father to two teenage daughters and 
works for the Human Development Center as a 
youth counselor. Bill had been renting a very small 
apartment that made it hard for his daughters to 
stay with him. As he was introduced to those of us 
celebrating in the home he would be moving into 
the next day, his kindness, honesty, and hardworking 
nature were evident. He is a proud father who cares 
about the work he does in his community. If you were 
at the open house that day you likely heard Bill say “I 
keep pinching myself—I just can’t believe this is really 
going to be my house.” 

You might also have heard Bill share the story of 
bringing his daughters along as he was house 
shopping and finding that the only homes in his price 
range were in very poor condition. He spoke of how 
discouraging that was for all of them. Later, after 

learning about the CLT 
program, Bill brought 
his daughters to tour 
what happened to be 
our 300th home—a 
modest home with two 
bedrooms, one bathroom, and a small garage.  
The home was priced at $115,000 ($30,000 below 
market value). Bill told of how when he asked his 
daughters to rate the home on a scale of 1—10,  
they both gave it a 10.  

Those of us who had the pleasure of spending time 
with Bill that day were deeply touched by the gratitude 
he expressed. Bill’s enthusiasm was a powerful display 
of the importance of home. 
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* including principal, interest, taxes and insurance

BILLMEET

300th homeowner, Bill, with his two daughters, Alexandra and Ashley,  
and his mother, Cheryl, during intermission at his daughters’ school play. 

OUR 300TH COMMUNITY LAND TRUST HOME

“I keep pinching myself— 
I just can’t believe this is 
really going to be my house.”

http://www.1roofhousing.org/


By Lucy Philbin

MY FIRST MEMORY OF OUR HOUSE is getting locked in the 
closet. I was 3 years old, and we hadn’t even moved in yet, but 
my parents were showing our new home to some relatives and 
I decided to close the closet door behind me. Luckily my uncle 
got me out right away, and it became a quickly distant (and 
funny) memory. 

When I was younger, my sister Rose and I spent a lot of time 
playing hide-and-seek with our friends. We quickly discovered 
the prime hiding spots—the cabinet under the sink, the linen 
closet, and the space between the panels of the shower curtain, 
to name a few—and spent countless hours rotating between 
these “secret” spots, with the help of our parents who unfailingly 
acted surprised.

I love our house, and I love the 
whole neighborhood too. I have 
countless memories of sledding 
with the neighbors at the hill 
across the street, dodging trees 
all the way down. We usually tried 
to build jumps, or at least let the 
drift from the snowplow serve as 
a natural jump for us to go flying 
into the street (and sometimes fully across it ) back into our own 
yard. In the summer we played yard games and built fires in the 
neighbor’s fire pit, roasting hot dogs and marshmallows. As I 
write this, I was picturing myself around middle school age, until 
I realized that I did these same things just last summer! These 
truly have become timeless memories.

When I was in high school, my family got a chocolate lab named 
Toby—short for Toblerone, a brand of Swiss chocolate. Since 
then, my entire family has spent a lot of time walking him up 
the road from our house, around the cemetery a few blocks up 
the road, and the surrounding woods. Last fall we saw a turkey 
flapping around next to the street, and we named him Ed. 

My family is big on traditions, and not just the traditional birthday 
and Christmas ones either. For example, every year Rose and 

We make home a better place.8

“Now that I’m away 
at college, there 
is nothing better 
in the world than 
coming back to our 
beautiful home.” 

Home Sweet Home



overtaken by weeds; the apple trees; the fireplace in 
our living room; the bookcases standing guard in each 
room of the house; and the list goes on and on. The 
beauty of living in one house for a long time is that all 
my memories are layered on top of and around each 
other from years and years, and bring so much color 
and life to everything I do in this house. Now that I’m 
away at college, there is nothing better in the world 
than coming back to our beautiful home. 
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The Philbins purchased their land trust home in Duluth in 
2001. Lucy (22) is currently a senior at Benedictine College 
in Atchison, KS. Rose (17) is a junior at Marshall School, 
Duluth. Margo is the receptionist for the Catholic Diocese 
of Duluth. Jim is the Community Land Trust Director at 
One Roof Community Housing, and has worked with 
nearly 500 families over the last 20 years in purchasing a 
land trust home. 

I would have a lemonade stand outside our house 
on Memorial Day, a tradition which continued until 
we grew out of the necessary cuteness, the I’ll-buy-
watery-lemonade-from-you-because-you’re-cute 
stage. We would usually have various friends with us, 
and every year we would draw a big sign to put on the 
front of our little card table, then take turns sitting out 
there getting the business of both cars driving past and 
the frequent joggers and dog walkers on our scenic 
road. One year it was so cold on Memorial Day that 
Rose served hot chocolate instead! 

I loved growing up in this house. We moved in shortly 
before I turned 4, so I have very few memories of 
living anywhere else; our home on Vermilion Road 
is an essential part of the experiences which make 
up my whole life. I love our big, sloping yard with the 
swing set; the back garden which is constantly being 

Art by SJ Nielsen
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Education & Counseling

We make home a better place.10

“Home ownership 
has been seen to 
counterbalance 
income inequality 
across a number  
of countries.”

‘Social impacts: health, housing and 
intergenerational mobility’ (2014) 
Abigail McKnight and Frank Cowell

ONE ROOF BELIEVES HOMEOWNERSHIP IS A STABILIZING 
FACTOR FOR FAMILIES AND NEIGHBORHOODS; we work to 
increase access by educating aspiring buyers and helping them  
create a plan.

Homeownership education is the single most effective tool for achieving 
successful homeownership. One Roof’s goal is to help individuals and 
households become better informed and prepared consumers.

One Roof offers monthly Home Stretch workshops that cover the entire  
home-buying process with objective, practical information to help  
hard working individuals and families to get on a successful path  
to homeownership. 

Home Stretch workshops help attendees:

•	 Determine their readiness to buy a home

•	 Understand credit and its impact on the home buying process

•	 Decide what type of mortgage is best for their needs

•	 Select the right home

•	 Understand the loan closing process

•	 Learn about local mortgage loan and down payment assistance programs

EDUCATION & COUNSELING CLIENTS SERVED IN 2019

280 Households completed Home Stretch

New households participated in private Homebuyer Counseling176 

EDUCATION & COUNSELING
20/20 Home Inspections

Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union

Allstate Insurance

Arrowhead Abstract and Title Services

Cover All Home Inspections

Edmunds Real Estate

Farmers Insurance

Great Lakes Appraisals

Hanlon & Associates Insurance Agency

Keller Williams Realty

Members Cooperative Credit Union

MN Chippewa Tribe  
Finance Corporation

North Shore Mortgage

North Shore Title

Pioneer Abstract & Title

Re/Max Results

Real Living Messina & Associates

State Farm Insurance

Superior Choice Credit Union

U.S. Bank

Wells Fargo

HOME STRETCH PARTNERS

ONE ROOF’S HOME STRETCH WORKSHOPS include presentations 
by local industry professionals including local loan officers, Realtors, home 
inspectors, closing agents and home insurance professionals. They help 
prospective homeowners understand the roles and responsibilities that 
local professionals bring to the home buying process. One Roof staff also 
works privately and confidentially with home buying clients to provide 
one-on-one counseling to help individuals and families achieve and 
maintain homeownership.



by Akela Lloyd 

PURCHASING A HOME is one of the most empowering, 
fulfilling, and exciting things someone will experience in their 
lifetime—but there is also no denying that the process can be 
exhausting and overwhelming. 

I was first introduced to One Roof and its life-changing services 
when I began thinking about purchasing my own home. I 
attended the Home Stretch class to see what this whole home 
purchasing thing was all about, but deep down I knew I wasn’t 
able to purchase a home at that point in my life. Or so I thought. 
After soaking up so much useful information during the class 
about the purchasing process, I went to a counseling session 
where I assessed my financial situation and narrowed in on 
my debt. My counselor and I looked at my credit score, broke 
down each type of debt I had, and discussed different financial 
techniques such as snowballing. We came up with a plan for 
me to save and within months I purchased my first home! I was 
in my early twenties, a full time college student, a full time 
employee and a first time home owner. I owe One Roof and its 
dedicated staff so much thanks.  

A few years later, I am now working in the mortgage industry  
as a loan processor and I help teach a portion of the Home 
Stretch class! I am so impressed and grateful for the 
opportunities One Roof helped me discover in regards to  
my own home purchasing journey. It means so much to be  
able to partner with, and refer clients to, an agency that I  
know will benefit them through their mission and programing. 

One Roof provides the Twin Ports with so many resources. 
Whether it’s pre purchase counseling, an affordable loan, a 
workshop or the Community Land Trust, One Roof is there for 
us. Yes, purchasing a home is overwhelming, but like I tell the 
folks I interact with, it is absolutely worth it – especially with 
One Roof by your side. I want everyone to experience that 
empowering, fulfilling, exciting process- and with One Roof, 
you really can.  

111ROOFHOUSING.ORG

“I want everyone 
to experience that 
empowering, fulfilling, 
exciting process of 
purchasing a home—
and with One Roof,  
you really can.”

AKELAMEET

Akela Lloyd,  
Mortgage Processor; Western Bank

HOME STRETCH STUDENT TO TEACHER

http://www.1roofhousing.org/


Tenant Landlord Connection

We make home a better place.12

*While the Tenant Landlord Connection 
program offers resources and services 
to help resolve disputes, it does not offer 
legal advice or promise resolution.

OWNERS  
vs  

MANAGERS

ADDRESSING MARKET CHALLENGES
Duluth’s rental market leaves many renters vulnerable to being forced to 
accept substandard housing conditions. Typically tenants pay amounts 
for rent that they cannot afford. Many lose their housing before they are 
ready to move to a new apartment. Similarly, this same market challenges 
landlords who rent to tenants with very low incomes, many of whom 
may not have yet developed solid rental histories or life skills for being 
successful renters. One Roof’s Tenant Landlord Connection (TLC) program 
is a neutral resource to help address these challenges for both landlords 
and tenants.

1–3# of units: 4–6 7–10 11–20 20+

15% 5% 11% 23%46%

NUMBER OF RENTAL UNITS OWNED/MANAGED

•	 Ready-to-Rent workshops for 
tenants looking to establish or 
rebuild a positive rental history.

•	 Landlord workshops on fair 
housing laws, local government 
rules and requirements, 
business fundamentals and 
other common issues.

•	 Education & counseling on the 
rights and responsibilities of 
both tenants and landlords.

•	 Mediation services to help 
resolve tenant/landlord and 
neighbor-to-neighbor disputes.*

•	 Improving tenant/landlord 
relations in our community to 
ensure stable rental housing.

•	 Decreasing the number of 
housing evictions in the City  
of Duluth and St. Louis County.

PROGRAM GOALS

PROGRAM SERVICES

LANDLORDS SERVED IN 2019

EMPOWERING TENANTS AND LANDLORDS
THE TENANT LANDLORD CONNECTION (TLC) PROGRAM 
provides education, information, and problem solving* assistance to  
St. Louis County based renters and landlords regarding their respective 
rights and responsibilities. Since the program was created in July 2015, 
the TLC has assisted over 2700 clients (including landlords & tenants), 
as well as prevented nearly 130 evictions and helped to stabilize over 
700 households.

74%

26%

company property 
managers

individual 
property owners

One Roof’s TLC 
Program helps address 
challenges for both 
landlords and tenants.



2019 TLC Data
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TENANTS SERVED IN 2019

EVICTIONS  
PREVENTED34 HOUSEHOLDS 

STABILIZED161

57%

28%

9%

5%

1%

$10,000 or less

$10,000–$20,000

$20,000–$30,000

$30,000–$50,000

$50,000–$90,000% OF TENANTS

ANNUAL INCOME

INVESTING IN HOUSING STABILIZATION
Housing stabilization occurs any time problem solving assistance  
or mediation is provided to the extent that the tenants and the landlords 
are able to make the best decision they can given their relative 
circumstances. The more that can be done farther upstream from an 
actual eviction to stabilize the housing for the tenant population, the 
better off tenants, landlords, and the entire community are. 

Our community  
has some of the 
highest rents relative 
to incomes and  
some of the oldest 
housing stock in  
the state—creating 
a very challenging 
rental market.

INCOME BREAKDOWN OF TENANTS SERVED IN 2019

HOUSEHOLDS  
WITH A DISABILITY

35%
HOUSEHOLDS WITH 
DEPENDENT CHILDREN

28%
HOUSEHOLDS  
OF COLOR

40%

http://www.1roofhousing.org/
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One Roof Lending

One Roof provides affordable 
home improvement loan options 
at virtually any income level. One 
Roof’s service area includes Duluth, 
Hermantown, Proctor, Cloquet, 
Two Harbors and Superior. As an 
equal opportunity lender, One Roof 
partners with the City of Duluth and 
the City of Superior, 
Essentia Health, 
Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency, 
NeighborWorks 
America, Midwest 
Minnesota 
Community 
Development Corporation, 
and the U.S Department of 
Treasury to provide affordable 
home rehabilitation loans and 
affordable home purchase 
products to individuals who may 
be underserved by mainstream 
commercial banks and lenders.  

One Roof specializes in offering 
home rehabilitation lending options 
for low- and moderate-income 
homeowners with terms that 
are generally more flexible than 
industry standards. Loans from One 
Roof are used to improve properties 
whether through energy efficiency 
improvements, which lowers 
the cost of operating a home by 
lower energy and heating bills, or 
addressing health and safety issues 
in the home such as roof repair, 
mold remediation or addressing 

accessibility issues in homes that 
aging populations often experience.

One Roof is a Certified Community 

Development Financial Institution 

(CDFI)—one of three in Northeastern 
Minnesota and the only CDFI 
focused on affordable housing. 

One Roof is one of only 
79 NeighborWorks 
organizations that 
are also CDFI’s in the 
country. In 2019 One Roof 
was awarded its third 
CDFI award bringing the 
total amount awarded to 
One Roof over $1 million. 

This money is used to further extend 
One Roof’s lending products across 
Northeastern Minnesota.  

In 2019 One Roof’s Lending 
program closed 44 loans totaling 
nearly $800,000. One Roof lent out 
$422,567 in deferred or forgivable 
loans and $374,962 in amortizing 
loans. Since the merger in 2012 One 
Roof has closed over 750 loans and 
deployed over $15,000,000 in home 
improvement and affordable home 
purchase loans. Nearly $10 million 
has been in deferred or forgivable 
loans ($9,907418) totaling 425 
households served and just over $5 
million ($5,170,639) 
has been in amortizing 
loans with nearly 350 
households being 
served.

RESOURCES FOR HOMEBUYERS, HOMEOWNERS, & LANDLORDS

“One Roof provides 
affordable home 
improvement loan 
options at virtually 
any income level.”

in amortizing loans

in deferred or  
forgivable loans

$374,962

$422,567

capital deployed into  
our community

$797,529

NMLS: 380490



ROSE
exit did not have 
stairs which left 
about a four-
foot drop to the 
ground that Rose would have to 
jump to exit her home in the event 
of a fire or other emergency.

There was difficulty in finding 
a contractor willing to bid on 
the project as there was a lot of 
deferred maintenance needing 
to be brought current. Having 
an inspector in-house, One Roof 
was able to more directly work 
with contractors to get a bid on 
the project. Michael was able to 
get Kurt Askelin of Askelin Bros. 
Construction to take on the project. 

Thanks to Michael’s diligence and 
Kurt’s willingness to take on the 
project, Rose now has a new roof, 
a new storm door with a screen, 
a new front door that keeps her 
home warm in the winter and has a 

working lock, stairs out of the rear 
emergency exit and no more water 
damage in her home.

After the rehab was complete 
Rose says that she needs to “pinch 
herself to make sure she is not 
dreaming”. She wakes up in the 
middle of the night and looks at her 
ceiling and has to remind herself 
that her nonleaking ceiling is not a 
dream. 

Rose wants to thank everyone at 
One Roof for what they do. Her tears 
of joy and hugs go out to everyone.

MEET
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ROSE SEVERTSEN CAME TO 
ONE ROOF LOOKING FOR HELP 
TO FIX HER HOME. She is an 
elderly woman on a fixed income.  
She was able to utilize our RLP 
program which is a forgivable loan 
after the homeowner remains in 
their home for 10 years. During 
that 10-year period there are no 
payments as it is a deferred loan.  

The roof of Rose’s mobile home 
was full of holes that were causing 
leaks, water damage, and significant 
distress to Rose. Her ceiling had 
collapsed in the living room and 
one of her bedrooms. She would 
have to sit up and remain awake 
at night during rainstorms or snow 
melts to ensure the buckets she 
set out to catch the water leaks 
wouldn’t overflow. She once fell 
asleep sitting up in her kitchen 
waiting to empty the buckets, only 
to wake up with them overflowing 
onto her floor. 

Her windows also were inefficient 
and old and would not open. When 
Rose needed to open the front 
door to her home, she would have 
to use a broom handle to lift her 
ceiling enough just to open the 
front door. The front door also was 
old and didn’t have a working lock. 
This caused Rose a lot of anxiety 
by not having the ability to lock her 
door. Rose has a backdoor that is an 
emergency exit in her home. This 

“Rose wants to thank everyone at 
One Roof for what they do. Her tears 
of joy and hugs go out to everyone.”

RESOURCES FOR HOMEBUYERS, HOMEOWNERS, & LANDLORDS

Rose Severtsen pictured above in her home 
together with One Roof Housing Rehab 
Associate Michael Tegethoff.

http://www.1roofhousing.org/


Current Development Projects

BREWERY CREEK UPDATE
We will again apply for funding for our Brewery Creek Project in 2020. Along 
with our Partner Three Rivers Community Development, we are optimistic 
that new changes in our approach will make this the year we are awarded 
funding in the competitive Minnesota Housing process. Our current plan calls 
for 52 units of affordable housing in a newly constructed four-story building. 

We make home a better place.16

4-DIRECTION DWELLINGS COMPLETION
In 2019, One Roof completed construction of the 4-Direction Dwellings in 
Lutsen, MN. The project consists of 16 workforce rental apartments contained 
in 4 buildings. The project had generous support from local businesses, 
the Cook County-Grand Marais Economic Development Authority, Iron 
Range Resources & Rehabilitation, as well as the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development. One Roof was presented with the 
Norman Deschampe Community Service Award during the Cook County 
Chamber of Commerce Gala in October for perseverance in the face of many 
difficult obstacles in a successful effort to bring Cook County community 
badly needed workforce housing. 

DECKER DWELLINGS AWARDED FUNDING
Decker Dwellings, a 49,000 Square foot building providing 42-units 

of affordable housing was awarded tax-credit funding by Minnesota 
Housing in November 2019. Decker Dwellings is a mix of 1, 2 and 
3-bedroom apartments in a new, energy efficient building. The project 
is located within the area identified by Duluth’s Housing Action 
Framework plan as a New Investment Area. Close to transit, retail,  
and jobs. Construction should begin in early summer 2020 with 
completion expected in 2021. 

South elevation, Decker Dwellings

4-Direction Dwellings apartments in Lutsen, MN

SINGLE FAMILY NEW 
CONSTRUCTION
In 2019, we saw the completion of 
the last two units in our Nordic Star 
development in Grand Marais. Closer 
to home, we completed and sold our 
Wabasha Street home just in time 
for Christmas and began a late fall 
build on Niagara Street. Four new 
construction single family homes are 
scheduled for completion in 2020.

Progress on Niagara Street single-family home



COMMON GROUND, UNCOMMON GOALS

A social enterprise is an organization 
using commercial strategies to 
maximize improvements in human  
well-being and in the built environment. 

At Common Ground Construction, our work 
is more than our job. For a free estimate, call 
(218) 740-3666 and let us show you how we 
might work together.

Check us out at: CommonGroundDuluth.com

Jeff Corey 
Lynn Marie Nephew 
Luke Peterson 
Bob Ryan 
Ryan Arola

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CG FIELD CREW
Nee Askelin 
Missy King 
Chip Marciniak 
Jacob Romberg

COMMON GROUND CONSTRUCTION was created 
by One Roof Community Housing in 2004 as a wholly 
owned subsidiary engaged in general construction 
and social enterprise.

Before One Roof offers 
any home through the 
Community Land Trust 
program, all necessary 
structural, cosmetic, 
and mechanical 
improvements 
are managed or 
performed by 

Common Ground Construction personnel. At the 
same time, this talented group of professionals is 
available to work for private homeowners needing 
kitchen or bath remodels, insurance claim work, 
window and door replacements, radon mitigation and 
energy improvements. 

Taking pride in their work as well as their community 
is a vital part of Common Ground Construction’s 
vision: to be the premier social enterprise 
construction company.

Common Ground is 
comprised of a very 
talented group of 
individuals who take 
pride in their work 
and community.

BEFORE

AFTER

Common Ground Construction
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REVENUE AND SUPPORT		 Unaudited	 Audited	
Contributions – Individuals/Foundations/Corporations/Other .......................................	 $ 611,863  	  $ 318,824 
Government Funding .........................................................................................................................................	 732,812 	  719,169  
Grants for Loan Programs ..............................................................................................................................	 173,674 	  674,736  
Multi Family Developer Fee............................................................................................................................	 -   	  32,742 
Single Family Developer Fee ........................................................................................................................ 281,205	      77,354 
Real Estate Sales Commissions ................................................................................................................. 	120,393 	  135,407  
Land Lease Fees ................................................................................................................................................... 112,850	     	  105,357 
Lending Programs – Interest and Fee Income ................................................................................	 296,454 	  211,840 
Special Event Income (net of expenses) ................................................................................................	 12,679  	  10,146   
Multi-Family Project Income .........................................................................................................................	 119,669   	  121,337 
Other Income .............................................................................................................................................................	 31,257  	  67,694 
Land Cost Capitalized ........................................................................................................................................	  -   	  242,600 
Total Revenue and Support ....................................................................................................................	 2,492,855 	  2,717,206    
			 
EXPENSES			 
Salaries, Payroll Taxes & Benefits ..........................................................................................................	  1,119,426   	  1,276,972 
Accounting, Legal & Consulting Fees .......................................................................................................	 77,865  	  38,372 
Office, Occupancy & Administrative Expenses .................................................................................	 159,425 	  171,802  
Depreciation ..............................................................................................................................................................	 39,426  	  44,118  
Travel & Training ......................................................................................................................................................	 26,081   	 27,841
Homeowner Support ...........................................................................................................................................	 22,667  	 50,074 
Marketing .....................................................................................................................................................................	 32,452 	 28,156 
Bad Debt Expense .................................................................................................................................................	  -  	 667
Single Family Project Expenses & Resale Expenses ...................................................................	 190,520 	  244,500  
Multi-Family Project Expenses ...................................................................................................................	 129,644 	  116,787  
Interest, Bank Fees & Charges ....................................................................................................................	 136,294  	  100,193 
Other Expenses ......................................................................................................................................................... 12,081  	 75,670 
Total Expenses .................................................................................................................................................	 1,945,881    	  2,175,152 
Change in Net Assets ................................................................................................................................	 	 $ 546,974 	  $ 542,054 	

2019 2018
REVENUE & EXPENSE STATEMENT

2019 Statement of Activities

City of Duluth

City of Duluth CDBG Fund

City of Duluth HOME 
Program

City of Superior CDBG Fund

Cook County/Grand Marais 
Economic Development 
Authority

Department of Housing & 
Urban Development (HUD)

Department of US Treasury 
Community Development 
Financial Institution Fund

Duluth Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority

Duluth LISC

Essentia Health

Federal Home Loan Bank

Fond du Lac Band  
of Lake Superior Chippewa

Greater Minnesota  
Housing Fund

Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation

McKnight Foundation

 

Midwest Minnesota 
Community Development 
Corporation

Minnesota Homeownership 
Center

Minnesota Housing  
Finance Agency

NeighborWorks America

NeighborWorks Capital

NE MN HOME Consortium

Northland Foundation

 

North Shore Bank  
of Commerce

Ordean Foundation

Propel Nonprofits

St. Louis County

St. Louis County HRA

St. Louis County CDBG

U.S. Bank Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

We make home a better place.18

Unaudited Statement of Activities
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019
(With Comparative Totals for 2018)

Note: Statement of Activities is for One Roof Community Housing & Lending and does not include the Common Ground subsidiary.

LENDING & FUNDING PARTNERS
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Unaudited Statement of Activities
For the Year Ended December 31, 2019
(With Comparative Totals for 2018)

Michael Adamski

William Aker

Michael Albinger

Rebecca and Mark 
Alsum

Karen and Royal 
Alworth

Deb Amberg

Brian Amunson

Alyssa Amys

Keith and Anita 
Anderson

Nicholas and Jasmine 
Anderson

Heather Anderson

Holly Anderson

Keely Anderson and 
Nathan Tanui

Lori Anderson

Diane Anderson

Susan Anderson

Molly Anderson

Marva Jean Anderson

Charles and Karen 
Andresen

Bridgette Angelos

Allan Apter and Brenda 
Ion

Kimberly Myers and 
Jake Arola

Dr. Judith and Dr. David 
Arvold

Kirsten Aune

Charles and Judyth 
Babst

Virginia (Jenny) Ballew

Lori and Karen Bauman

Winfried and Ann Baur

Anne Beauchamp

Shawne Bellmore

Jayme Bennett

Elizabeth Bergeson

Debbie Bernick

Robyn Bipes-Timm

Jayson Bixler

Jenifer Blazier

Debbie and Michael 
Bolen

Christopher Bonneville

Ben and Mary Boo

Sarah Bourcy

Patrick Boyle

Melissa Boyle and Jen 
Stenersen

Jane Brenny

Amy Brooks

Adrianna and Wyatt 
Buckner

Theresa Bunnell

Marliss Burnett

Bill and Pat Burns

Erin Burns

Dean and Becky 
Caldwell-Tautges

David and Jessica 
Caligiuri

Ms. Joanne Camelon

Bob Campbell

Sheri and Chris Camper

Teri Carlson

Liz Carlson

Michael and Tabatha 
Carlson

Mikilia Carroll

Patricia Castellano

Cheng and Sing Chee

Kyle Chisholm

Faith Claflin

David and Tracie 
Clanaugh

Valerie Clark

Cheryl (Cherie) 
Clement

Cynthia Close

Natasha and Kristofor 
Cloud

Donna Colborn

Michelle Collelo

Jesse Connor and 
Allison Beltt

Thomas and Carlyle 
Conrad

Jennifer Cook

Naomi Cooper

Jeff Corey and  
Michele Flatau

David and MaryLee 
Corey

Theresa Coyle

Ruth Cpin

Eddie Crawford

Elliott Crompton

Jim Croud

Scott Cutcher

Michael Cuzzo

Jeanine Dahl

Theresa Dahlheimer

Mark Danielson and 
Theresa Smith

Alan Dartanyan

Ruthanna Davidson

Brooke Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Troy 
Deadrick

Kraig Decker

Ryan and Brooke Defoe

Bret Pence and Laura 
Delaney-Pence

Bonnie Delich

Linda Deneen and Gary 
Shute

Gina DeVaney

Stacy Disch

Norita Dittberner-Jax

Steven Dixon

Kathy Dockter

Bonnie Dominguez

Misty Douglas

Michaelle Douglas

Barbara and M. George 
Downs

Ms. Mary Dragich and 
Mr. John Pastor

Ms. Janet Draper

Lester and Rose 
Drewes

Chris Drovdal and 
Sandy Nelson

Daniel Duffy and 
Larissa Ruhman

Steve and Krista 
Duncan

Martha Eberhart-
Galinski and Bill Galinski

Michael Ebnet

Gary and Barb 
Eckenberg

Jed Eichel and Sarah 
Kilgour

Lindberg and Tracy 
Ekola

April Ellingsen

Jessica Ellingson

Elizabeth Erickson

Benjamin and Ashley 
Evans

Mr. Joe Everett

Arthur Eytchison

Daniel Farley

Alyxis Feltus

Charlee Fillman

Pat Flattery

Dan and Kathy Flicek

Erika Fogtiene

Arik Forsman

Rex Fowler

Candy Bruno and Lee 
Francisco

Charlotte Frantz

Marge Fraser

Anna Frink

Sarah Fritzinger

Dick and Ann Fryberger

Leah Breidenbach and 
Sergei Fuchs

Adam and Sarah Fulton

Jason and Erin Fure

Stephanie Gargano

Chris Garner

Timothy and Cheryl 
Gella

Robert Gentry

Dr. Michael Gibbons

Lisa Gilbert

Elizabeth Glesner

Julie Gontjes

Naomi Gordon

Boris Goritchan

Angela Graber

Cynthia Graves

John and Janet Green

Amanda Greenwood

Paul and Patti Griffin

Mr. Steve Grindy

Alexis Scarbrough

Lacy Habdas

Charles and Aubry 
Haben

Karin Haidos

Megan Halena

Jamie Halverson

Sharon Hammarlund

Terry Hamp

Peter Handberg

Terry Hanna

Cindy and Ted Hansen

Patrick Hanson

Maureen Hardy

Vickie Hartley

Elizabeth and Daniel 
Hartman

Susan Hartman

Kyle Hauff and Cherry 
Dietzmann

John Hawkins

Rosemary M Heard

MEMBER DONORS
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Amanda and Ian 
Heaslip

Eugene Clausen

Howard and Bonnie Gay 
Hedstrom

Tokiwa Heger

Emilee Heifner

Steve Heikkila

Robert and Joyce 
Hickman

Cheri and Rick High

Kari Hobbs

Noah and Tricia Hobbs

Jill Holmen

Nathan and Sarah Holst

Wally Mattson and 
Lucie Holzemer

John Horrigan and 
Marilyn Lading

Jason and Andrea 
Houle

Mary Ann Lucas and 
Oliver Houx

Jan Karon and Warren 
Howe

Joseph Huiras

Gloria Piche and David 
Hutchinson

Mary Immerfall and 
James Patrick Cross

Julie Jago

Amy Johannesson

Christie John

Matthew Cowan and 
Jodie Johnson

Ruth Johnson

Zachary Johnson

Mandi Johnson

Gunnar Johnson

Lindsey Johnson

Mr. Joe Johnson, III

Paul Jonas

Alyssa Jones

Ryan and Kelsey  
Jones-Casey

Heather Jubie-Switzer

Char Juntunen

Tyler and Kyra Jusczak

Arno Kahn and Margi 
Preus

Michael and Charlotte 
Karsh

Laura Kay

Meg Kearns

Mark and Ashley 
Kedrowski

Michael and Jacqueline 
Kedrowski

Faris and Bonnie 
Keeling

Betty Keeney

Ann Marie Kelley

Jackie and Adam Kemp

Charles Kendall

Gale and Jeri Kerns

Sandra and Vincent 
Kershaw

Emily Kettleson

Michael Khalar

Jackie Kilby

George and Jane 
Killough

Faith King

Melissa King

Anne Whitworth and 
David Kirby

Timothy and Carol 
Kleinschmidt

Emily Kniskern

Amy Kokotovich

Richard Kowal

Ashley Krall

Pam Kramer and Grey 
Doffin

Deneice and George 
Kramer

Denise and Peter 
Kreminski

John Kromm and 
Katelyn Mann

Sarah Krueger

Joseph Kruse

Katherine Kuettel

Heather Kuhne

Jackie LaGesse

Melanie Lahr and 
Michael Latsch

Heather Lake

Koresh and Jill Lakhan

April and Dave Lane

Kathy Hanten and 
George Lane III

Jessica Langer

Dick and Connie Larson

Andrew and Lisa Larson

Kathy LaTour

Ranna and Kevin Le Voir

Tamara Lee

Richard and Bridget 
Leighton

Sarah Leininger

Lisa Lekse

Jeff and Joyce LeMay

Jessica Leonzal and 
Yikron Robinson

Madison Lindquist

Johnathan Linge and 
Molly Smith

Debra and Thomas 
Livingston

Wendy Lucia

Dave Luckstein

Laura Lundin

Dawn Lyons

Jennifer MacDonald

Matthew MacDonald

Dr. Mike and Marta 
Maddy

Daniel and Sarah 
Maddy

Jason Madison

Jennifer Maki

Glenn Maloney

Mary Jane Manion

Jean and William 
Marquette

Ann Mars

Linda Marsh

Holly Marshall

Aurora Kothe

Karen Mattson

Don and Judy Maxa

Travis McClimek

Polly McGonagle

Daniel and Teresa 
McKillop

Jolene McLaughlin

Denise McNeil

Susan McNeill

Karen Mehelich

Robert and Diane 
Meierhoff

June Diver and Arturo 
Melero

Blake and Alyssa Melin

Susan Meyer

Edie Michalski

Cristiano Migliore

Angie Miller

Michael and Elaine 
Miller

Scott Miller and  
Virginia Fair

John and Judy Miner

Barbara Miron

Karin Mobilia

Gloria and Jeff Moen

George and Pat 
Montgomery

Charles and Diana 
Moore

Sean Moore

Anja Morris

Loretta Mullen

Ellen Munson

Brian and Shelley 
Murphy

Heather Mutchler

Kady Myer

Tammy Nadeau

Corissa Nagle

Charles and Susan 
Nelson

Trent and Shiloh Nelson

Madeline Nelson

Lynn and Jim Nephew

Albert and Anne 
Nephew

Ina Newton

Mandy Kvistad and 
Jason Nordberg

Nancy Aronson Norr

Emily Nygren

Brad and Lezlie Oachs

Stephen Olmstead

Amanda Olsen

Savanna Olson

Cassidy and Cassidy 
Olson

Betty Opland

Sara and Edward Oquist

Angela Johnson-
Ormsby and Kenneth 
Ormsby

Misty and Cody 
Osborne

Sally and Jim Ostrander

Valarie and James 
Ostrander

Charlietta Owens

Bradley Owens and 
Kelly Tuve

Christopher Pascone 
and Inna Korablina

Lynsi Passeri

Amy Machmer and 
Douglas Patnaude

Lacie Patterson

Jennifer Patterson

Wanda Pearcy

Laura Pearson

Bob and Sue Peters

Luke Peterson

MEMBER DONORS (CONT’D)
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Jasmine Peterson

Richard Petersson

Erin Petz and Matthew 
Petz Giguere

Margo and Jim Philbin

Amy Phillipich

Jacqueline Phillips

Crystal and Andrew 
Phillips

Diane Pierce

Molly Plumb

Craig and Tina 
Podemski

David J. and Marcia A. 
Podratz

Dr. Robert and Linda 
Powless

Laura Prasek

Tasha Prickett

Sarah Priest

Jody Purrington

Sarah and Justin 
Quetico

Pamela Randall

Suzanne and Brian 
Rauvola

Lindsey and Peter 
Ravinski

Ben Reed

Eric Reed

Colin and Julie 
Reichhoff

Julie and Jeff 
Reinemann

Jim Reinke

Tom and Debbie Renier

Hugh Renier and 
Kristine Fossum

JP and Misty Rennquist

Miranda and August 
Reynolds

Candice Richards

Thomas and Ann Rider

Tracey Riles

Max Ripley

Andre Robinson

Joseph and Catherine 
Roby

Mary Roe

Charlene Roise

Meredith and Noah 
Romanini

Karrie Ross

Sheryl Rouse

Mark and Nancy Rubin

Robert and Kristin Ryan

Annie and Eric Saboe

Julius and Isaiah Salinas

Trista and Michael 
Santangelo

Sansanee 
Santisukwongchote

William and Vicki 
Sanville

Mary Savolainen

Martin Ploski and Rose 
Schadewald

Anthony and Carrie 
Schaefer

Anne Schepers

Tawna Schilling

Michael Schmidt

William and Serenity 
Schoonover

Fred and Jan Schroeder

Kristi Schulte

Carol Schultz

Brian Schultz

Susan Schumacher

Susan Schwanekamp

Mollie Sebok

Lori Seele

Glenn Paulick and Linda 
Seger Paulick

Julie and Thomas 
Seidelmann

Jack and Joan 
Setterlund

Mercedes Sheard and 
Jonathan Halverson

Barbara Riedel Sheedy

Andrea Shogren

Kristine Shogren

Kim Luedtke and 
Maureen Sholly

Robert Simmons and 
Michelle Holschuh 
Simmons

Thomas and Sara 
Simonson

Joel Sipress

Will and Dory Sjoblom

Mary Frances Skala and 
Daniel Kaminski

Patricia and Louis 
Skarda

Anne and Kevin Skwira-
Brown

Stephen Smith

Nathan Smith

Agne Smith

Krista Smith

Meghan Robertson and 
Benjamin Smolnikar

Glen Snyder

Tamera Solomon

Mary Somnis

Fred Sowl

Jeri Speich

Melissa and Gerard 
Spoelhof

Hayley Spohn

Steve and Kim Squillace

Chris St. Germaine

Tara St. Marie

Rebecca Starks

Melissa Starr

Kayli Staubus

Kayla and Steven 
Stauffer

Will and Sharon 
Stenberg

Dr. Peter Stenehjem

James and Judith 
Stewart

Teri Stoddard

Jennifer Storm

Jamie Strand

Constance Strong

William and Mary 
Stroozas

Brandon and Megan 
Strowbridge

Lee Stuart

Amanda Stulen

Carolyn Sundquist

Kathleen Sunnafrank

Joanna Swanson

Tara Swenson

Terese Taly

Beth Tamminen and Hal 
Moore

Bruce Tappe

Anne Tellett

Dung and Michael 
Thach

Gary and Catherine 
Tonkin

Sandra van den Bosse 
and Erik Torch

Kristy and Garrett 
Torgerson

Jim and Peggy Torrence

Ms. Sharon Torrison

Tamatha Tracey

Joel Tracey

Kimberly Traen

Lori Tremble

Sharon Tucker

Shannon and Nicholas 
Turinetti

Paul and Joyce Turkall

Robert and Lorraine 
Turner

Dan Uhlenkott

David Ulvestad

Dana and Scott Varland

Erin Vatne

Virginia Veazie

Patti Villars

Jean Vincent

Marianna Vincent

Kathryn Waggoner

Rodney Walli and Ann 
Markusen

Kim Walli

Jean Buboltz Walsh

Linda Ward

David and Cynthia 
Watson

Andre Watt

Jennifer Watters

John Webb

Rich Weber

Jane Wedin

Ms. Judy Gibbs

Amy and Tavis 
Westbrook

Molly Weyrens

Stacy White

Caitlin White

Elaine Wickstrom

Kevin Willemarck

Lindsay Williams

Stephanie Williams

Jill Winkler

Zachary Wittrock

Peter Wodrich and 
Debbie Freedman

Ben and Barry Wolfe

Kirby and Cathleen 
Wood

Keely and Kyle 
Wordelman

Ricky Worley and 
Denise Tarrant

Christopher Wright

Ilana Yokel

Jill Ziemski

MEMBER DONORS (CONT’D)

*   Members contribute annual membership dues and have the right to vote at organizational meetings.
**  Name not listed? Not correct? We apologize. Please let us know. Call 218-249-0082.
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Mrs. Sharon Becker

Joanne and Thomas Ellison

Ruth and Harold Frederick

Jeffrey and Susan Frey

Neil Glazman

Holly Church and Mike 
Grossman

Jason and Lisa Hollinday

Donna Howard

Paul and Becky Kilgore

Marianne Kjolhaug

Lisa McKhann and Peter 
Krieger

Gregory Repensky

Kari and Jeffrey Speer

Kenneth and Emily Steil

Bruce and Katherine Stender

DONORS

Apter Family Fund:  
Duluth-Superior Area 
Community Foundation

Arrowhead Abstract & Title

Arrowhead Electric 
Cooperative

Benedictine Sisters  
St. Scholastica Monastery

Bluefin Bay Family of Resorts

Community Alliance

Dr. John Morrison  
and Ms. Carrie L. Scherer 
Family Fund

Duluth Superior  
Friends Meeting

Frandsen Bank & Trust

Frerichs Construction

Hanft Fride PA

Johnson, Killen & Seiler, P.A.

Johnson Insurance 
Consultants

JS Realty LLC

Just For Today NA

LHB, Inc.

Living Clean NA

Mahoney Ulbrich Christiansen 
& Russ

Members Cooperative  
Credit Union

Midwest Minnesota 
Community Development 
Corporation

Narcotics Anonymous

Natural Investments, LLC

North Shore Bank  
of Commerce

North Shore Mortgage

North Shore Title

Odyssey Development Inc

Peace United Church  
of Christ

Reliable Insurance Agency

Republic Bank

St. Luke’s Hospital

Superior Choice  
Credit Union

Thrivent Choice

Thrivent Financial Personal 
Donation Fund of inFaith 
Comm Fdn

Thrivent Financial YourCause, 
LLC Trustee

U.S. Bank, N.A.

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Duluth

Verso

Wagner Zaun Architecture

Whole Foods Co-op

Young & Associates Agency

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

Board of Directors  
Jeanine Dahl

Troy Deadrick

Gary Eckenberg

Ryan Jones-Casey

Deneice Kramer *

Brian Murphy

Madeline Nelson *

Luke Peterson

Bob Ryan

Mary Frances Skala

Joel Tracey *

Non-Board Committee Members 
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LINDSAYMEET

By Lindsay Williams 

I am a mother of three (and grandmother of one)! 
I hold two college degrees, a professional job in 
social services where I advocate for families living in 
transitional housing, and in August of 2019 I became 
a first-time homeowner with the help of One Roof. 

MY ROAD TO HOUSING SECURITY WAS NOT 
AN EASY ONE. I became a single mom at 17; 
despite wanting to provide stability for my children I 
struggled with addiction and we moved frequently, 
unable to put down roots. Desperate for change, I 
decided to further my education. I had no idea how 
much I would end up excelling at school, and how 
much I would grow. I graduated in May of 2018.

I reached out 
to One Roof 
because our 
housing had 
always been 
so unstable. It 
was difficult to 
find safe and 
adequate rentals 
in my price 

range. I dreamed of a safe home that my children 
and grandchildren could feel connected to, a place 
that was only ours, but I didn’t know where to even 
begin. The process was incredibly intimidating. 
I feared that my dream of homeownership was 
wishful thinking and I was wasting my time. Those 
fears subsided when I met with One Roof. My 
counselor was amazing. She let me believe that this 
was possible, that I was capable of anything. And 
now I really believe that too. 

I WORKED DILIGENTLY WITH MY COUNSELOR ON 
MY CREDIT AND FINANCES. I took the Home Stretch 
class, which was immensely helpful. I learned so much 
about the process of purchasing and local mortgage 
options. I worked really hard on the goal plans I created 
with my counselor and I began to really believe that this 
was possible for my family. Everyone at One Roof was so 
patient with me. I felt in control and empowered. 

THE DAY I PURCHASED MY LAND TRUST HOME 
WAS ONE OF MY HAPPIEST DAYS. My mother was so 
proud and supportive of me, and my children are so happy 
in our new home! One Roof has helped to provide my 
family a solid foundation and greatly improved our overall 
stability. We have put down our roots. 

My advice for anyone dreaming, like I did, about a different 
opportunity for your family? Put a goal to it. Put in the work. 
Start the process. Even if it’s long and overwhelming. One 
Roof will be there with you the whole way. 

“My counselor was 
amazing. She let me 
believe that this was 
possible, that I was 
capable of anything. 
And now I really 
believe that too.”

A STORY OF FAMILY, EDUCATION 
& EMPOWERMENT

“Everyone at One Roof was 
so patient with me. I felt  
in control and empowered.”

Lindsay (middle) with one of her kiddos, Deja (left) and partner, Joe (right)

OUR VISION 
Communities where everyone  
has access to sustainable and  

affordable housing.
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12 East 4th Street
Duluth, MN 55805

RAISE
While our annual membership meeting has  
been postponed, we invite our community of  
supporters to help us Raise the Roof at Home! 

All donations received April 17th – May 1st will be  
matched dollar for dollar (up to $10,000). Join us  
in making home a better place at this time when 
One Roof’s services are needed most.

Make a contribution online:  
➔ 1roofhousing.org/support-one-roof

Home is more 
important than ever.


